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The Conductor

The holidays are upon us and 
with them brings the annual 
Depot Open House and Wine 
Tasting in December!

The Christmas Open House 
is on Friday, December 
13th from 6 to 9 pm and 
is completely free. Light 
refreshments will be served. 
Come visit Santa and enjoy 
our 40 expertly decorated 
trees!

The next night, the annual 
Beer and Wine Tasting takes 
place from 6 to 9. Tickets 
are $58 for a couple or $200 
for a table of eight. They can 
be purchased at the Depot 
during the week or over the 
phone.

Open House Friday, 
December 13, Wine 
Tasting Saturday, 
December 14th 

Visit us on the web at www.durandstation.org!
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In recognition of the 40th anniversary of the “Depot Project” and their years 
of service to Durand Union Station, DUSI is pleased to announce the naming 
of the Museum Gallery after Norma and John Ward.

Norma and John were an ever-present part of the efforts to save Durand 
Union Station from the wrecking ball between 1974 and 1979. One of many 
people to run the fundraising and awareness efforts, Norma was a constant 
presence for (and one would say thorn in the side of) local politicians. While 
Norma was often the one in front of the cameras or quoted in the press, John 
served as an important support system behind the scenes. “Not everyone 
knows that John was with me every step of the way until he got sick,” Norma 
mentioned at the 2017 transom window ceremony in her honor. When the 
Depot was safe but unfinished, the Wards would come down for Amtrak 
daily, using the headlamps of their cars to illuminate the platform for riders. 

The potential of the Depot as a museum was in Norma’s mind from the early 
discussions of what to do with the grand old station. “We like to call Norma 
the ‘North Star’ here,” said Museum Curator Michael Boudro. “I have done my 
best to build our museum in ways that fit Norma’s original vision, and when 
she’s happy, I know I’ve done it right.”

The Wards are added to the list of those honored in the building, alongside 
the Margaret Zdunic Archives, the Henry Earle Riggs Library, and the M. Jean 
Sloan Conference Room. 

Congratulations to Norma and John, and thank you for everything you’ve 
done for Durand Union Station. We could not think of a better pair to name 
the Museum after.

Museum Gallery Named After Norma and John Ward
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1954: Grand Trunk Western purchases and adds seventeen new General 
Motors EMD GP-9 diesel locomotives to the fleet. This is done as a means 
to reduce operating expenses, as diesels are far less costly to operate and 
maintain than steam locomotives. Between 1946 and 1954, GTW had saved 
nearly $85 million dollars in operating expenses by switching to diesels.

1967: Margaret Zdunic is named the Outstanding Woman of the Year by the 
Durand Area Jaycees in honor of her considerable community service. Mrs. 
Zdunic recieved an engraved tray from George’s Jewelry Store and a corsage 
from Laser’s Garden Shop at the Durand Area Chamber of Commerce dinner.

1978: The City of Durand establishes a position for Depot Grants Coordinator 
in its efforts to save Durand Union Station. Norma Ward is named to the 
position. A Federal Railroad Administration grant application is met at the very 
last second when it is hand delivered to the airport in Ann Arbor by Historic 
Architect Richard Frank to get to the FRA office in Washington, DC on time.

December Flashback
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After 28 days of hard work, the Depot is once again ready for Santa Claus 
and the holiday traffic from Thanksgiving until New Years!

The 40 trees on display this year were wonderfully decorated by a wide 
variety of volunteers, families, individuals, clubs, and businesses. Trees 
are on display that honor loved ones, promote a local business, or show 
school spirit. 

In addition to the many trees, Santa’s seat in the board room was decorated 
by PFCU. The stair well was decorated by ACE Hardware. The entry table 
was decorated by Dietrich’s Flower Shop, and the bookshelf in the board 
room was decorated by Vernon Area Florist. 

Also, the Depot’s own “cupboard under the stairs” has been decorated 
to appear like Harry Potter’s corner of the Gryffindor Common Room, 
complete with glasses, robe, wand, chocolate frog, and even the Sorting 
Hat!

We hope you will bring your family and friends to the Depot this holiday 
season to check out all of the wonderful lights and decorations. Special 
evening tree viewings will take place on Thursday Nights from 6 until 9 
pm.

Have a very happy holiday and we’ll see you soon!

Durand Union Station’s Halls Decked For Christmas
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Michigan Railroad History Museum
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Mark Farner’s American Band and 
the Durand Veterans of Rock beat 
the rain on August 17th and raised 
more than $30,000 for Durand Union 
Station during the third-annual benefit 
concert held at Durand High School’s 
Roundhouse Stadium.

The Veterans Band, led by Bob Sager, 
performed a varied setlist of classic 
rock hits. A special performance of 
Metallica’s “Enter Sandman” featured 
13-year old Josh Cooney on lead guitar, 
whose guitar-melting solos brought the 
house down.

Farner’s setlist comprises of a blend of 
modern songs and the classic Grand 
Funk Railroad hits you know and love, 
and had the concert-goers dancing and 
having a great time all night. 

Thank you to everyone who purchased 
a ticket or helped put on this amazing 
concert this summer. Your help has not 
been forgotten!

Mark Farner and 
Durand Vets Rock 
Stadium for Depot
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As part of efforts to make the museum more inclusive for people 
with sensory needs, Durand Union Station has implemented a free  
“sensory bag” program.

Interested guests need only ask and will receive a free bag containing 
the following:

- A Pair of Sunglasses
- A Pair of Earplugs
- A Fidget Toy
- A Non-Verbal Communication Card

“We have noticed internally that we get a large number of guests 
who are either on the autism spectrum or have other sensory-based 
needs,” said Museum Curator Mike Boudro. “This is our way of 
showing to these guests and their families and caretakers that we 
understand and that we’re here to help.”

In addition to the free bag, the museum is offering for free loan pairs 
of over-the-ear sound dampening earmuffs. We just ask that they are 
returned at the end of your visit.

Though most of us in Durand are very used to the size and noise 
of engines, the first time someone sees one up close can be 
overwhelming. This program is designed to make sure everyone stays 
comfortable.

The recently launched Audio Tour has built in transcription and other 
concessions for those who are hard of hearing or vision-impaired.

Boudro continued, “museums are for everyone. We believe strongly 
that no matter who you are, you deserve to have the same amount 
of fun at the Depot. This is the first step toward having a completely 
level playing field for all our guests.”

Museums Are For Everyone



• Congratulations to our Fall Raffle winners! 1st place: Ron Will. 2nd place: Mieka Winnie. 
3rd place: Kathy Boudro. 4th place: Troy Stobaugh. 5th place: Laura Tribley. Thank you to 
everyone who participated in the 2019 Fall Raffle! Your support is appreciated.

• We are looking for volunteers! Not sure what you can or want to do yet? No problem! Come 
in and chat and we’ll find something for you. We’ll keep trying until you’re doing something 
you like! 

• We’re especially interested in volunteers with fundraising, events, and development 
experience. If you have that experience or would like to learn, come see us! We could also 
always use help in the Building and Grounds areas of the Depot. It takes a village to run a 
Depot!

• We’re still playing Euchre on Thursday nights! The entry fee is $5.00 with Euchres/Reneges 
a quarter each. Join us on Thursday nights at 6:30! We do two 50/50 raffles as well. Help us 
get to 10 tables!

• DUSI named Madeline Dietrich to the Board of Directors at the November meeting. Ms. 
Dietrich is a graduate of the Ross Business School at the University of Michigan and works in 
Marketing for Destination Ann Arbor. She is also the daughter of Leslie and Rich Dietrich. We 
are very excited for her perspectives on how to better promote the Depot and Durand as a 
whole. Welcome, Maddie!

• We offer this newsletter digitally via PDF. If you’d like to get The Conductor over e-mail, 
please email the office at reception@durandstation.org to be moved to our digital mailing 
list.
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Odds and Ends



Volunteering is a great way to become a part of your 
community. We are currently looking for new volunteers for 
2020! 
Volunteering poisitions at Durand Union Station include:
• Docent
• Grounds help
• Building and Janitorial services
• Event Planning
• Giftshop 
• Information Desk
• Museum and Archives help

Want to join DUSI?
Durand Union Station, Inc. & Michigan Railroad History Museum
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Thursday, Dec. 12th: 
-Middle School Band & Choir Concert at 6pm in the gym
-High School Band & Choir Concert at 7:30 pm in the gym
Friday, Dec. 13th: Holiday Open House at Durand Union 
Station. Enjoy entertainment provided by the Durand High 
School Madrigals and snacks & sweets while you view our 
Holiday decorations.
Saturday, Dec. 14: Holiday Wine Tasting, 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Every Thursday in December: Evening Christmas Tree 
Viewing 6-9pm
Every Tuesday: Durand Rotary, 11:30 AM
Every Thursday: Euchre Tournament, 6:30 PM ($5)

Call us at 989-288-3561 to reserve or for more info!
All Events Subject to Change

Christmas in Durand

The Conductor
Durand Union Station, Inc.
200 Railroad St. / P.O. Box 106
Durand, MI 48429

We’re on the web at durandstation.org | Newsletter also available digitally through e-mail!
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